g6 An Essay on

morality and probity will wvanifh, in
{pight of the declamations of moralifts,
which are always too weak to refift the
force of example. If we declare thofe
adtions infamous, which are in them-
{elves indifferent, we leflen the infamy
of thofe which are really infamous.

Tue punithment of infamy thould not
be too frequent, for the power of opinion
orows weaker by repetition ; nor thould
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it be inflicted on 2 number of perfons at
the fame time, for the infamy of many
telolves itfelf into the infamy of none.

Painful and corporal punifhments thould
never be applied to fanaticiim; for being
founded on priuag it glories in perfccution}
Infamy and ridicule only fhould be em-
Jinft fanatics : af the firft, their

ple ; and we may judge of the
power of the fecond, if we cenfider that
even truth 1s obliged to fummon all her
force, when attacked by error armed
with ridicule. Thus by oppofing oné
paffion
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be over-balanced by the },,ridc of |
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