88 An Essav on
kind of political idlenefs, which is eon=
founded, by rigid declaimers, with the

leifure attending riches acquired by in-

duftry, which is of ufe to an increafing
fociety, when confined within proper
limits. I call thofe politicaﬂy idle, who

neither contribute to the good of fociety

by their labour, nor their riches; who
continually accumulate, but never fpend;
who are reverenced by rulgar with

ftupid admiration, and l‘ﬁga{”dud by the
wife with difdain ;
4 monaftic life, and deprived of ¢
ment to that a&ivity giiifh
preferve, or mcreﬂﬁ i
a1l their vigour to pa.ﬁicms of the ftrongeft
kind, the paffions of opinion. I call not
him idle, who eu;ova the fruits of the
virtues, or vices of his anceftors, and in

exchange for his ple qG:uss fupports the
induftrious poor, It is not then the nar-
row virtue of auftere moralifts, but the
laws, that theuld determine, what fpecies
of idlenefs deferves punifhment,

who, being victims to
all incite-
1s neceflary to

devote
;)
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