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the purfuit of virtue, which. they can
hardly diftinguith midft the obfcurity and
confufion of natural and moral objeds;
How frequently are men, upon a retro-
{pection of their - acions, aftonifthed tg
find themfelves dithoneft ?

In proportion to the increafe of fociety,
each member becomes a fmaller part of
the whole; and the republican fpirit di
minifhes in the fame proportion, if ne-
glected by the laws. Political focieties,
like the human body, have their limits
circum{cribed, which they cannot exceed
without difturbing their ceconomy. It
feems as if the greatnefs of a ftate ought
to be inverfely as the fenfibility and a&i-
vity of the individuals; if on the contrary,
population, and activity increafe in the
fame proportion, the laws will with diffi:
culty prevent the crimes arifing from the
good they have produced. An over-
grown republic can only be faved from
defpotifm, by fubdividing it into a num-

ber of confederate republics. But how
is this practicable ? By a defpotic dictator;
wha
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