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Of the Mildnefs of Punifbments.

'THuE courfe of my ideas has carried.m¢
away from my u;bju)c, to the elucida-
tion of vﬂﬁch I now return. Crimes are
more effeGtually prevented by the cerzainty,
than the ‘/cvem‘y of punithment. Hence
in a magiftrate, the neceflity of vigilance,
and in a judge, of implacability, which

that it may become an ufeful virtue,
thould be joined to a mild legiflation,
The certainty of a fmall punifhment will
fnake a ﬂronﬁer unpz {lion, than the fear
of one more fevere, if attended with the

hopes of efcaping; for it is the nature of
nmn;.und to be terrified at the approach
of the {malleft inevitable evil,” whilft
hope, the beft. gift of heaven, hath
the apprehen-

if  fup-

impunity, which
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