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are lefs frequent, and the probability of
the innocence of the accufed being greater,
the time allowed him for his juftification
thould be greater, and the time of inquiry
lefs. For by haftening the definitive fen-
tence, the flattering hopes of impunity
are defiroyed, which are more dangerous,

as the crime is more atrocious. On the
contrary, 1in crimes of lefs importance,
the ' probability of the innocence being
lefs, thetime of inquiry fhould be greater,
and that of juftification lefs, as impunity
15 not fo dangerous.

But this divifion of crimes into twe
claflfes fhould not be admitted, if the
confequences of impunity were ‘in pro-
portion to ‘the probability of the crime,
It thould be confidered, that a perfon ac-

cufed, whofe guilt or innocence is not

determined for want of proofs, may be
again imprifoned for the fame crime, and
be fubject to a new trial,: if freth evidence
arifes, within the time fixed.
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