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ufelefs, or rather pernicious muft all laws
and cuftoms be, which tend to diminith
the fum total of the effe@s of this paflion.
Such laws would only burden one part of
fociety with the additional neceflities of
the other; but, on the contrary, wife are
the laws, which, following the naturaj
courfe of the river, divide the ftream into
a number of equal branches, preventing
thus both fterility and inyndation,

Conjucar fidelity is always greater in
proportion as marriages are more nume-
rous, and lefs difficult. But when the
intereft or, pride of families, or paternal
authority, not the inclination of the par-
ties, unite the fexes, gallantry foon
breaks the flender $ics, 4 in fpite of
common moralifts, who exclaim againft
the effec, whilft they pardon the caufe,
But thefe refle@ions are ufelefs to thofe,
who, living in the true religion, a&
from fublimer motives, which corre
the eternal laws of nature.
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