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CrimEs and PUNISHMENTS. 33

the innecent, of' upon dn infenfible dead
body. “ In the firft: cafe; it is unjuft and
tyrannical, for political liberty fuppofes
all' punithments entirely perfonal ;- in the
fecond, it has the fame effe&, by way' of
example, as the fcourging a ftatue. Man-
kind love life too well; the objeés that
furround them; the feducing  phan-
tom of pleafure and hope; ‘that fweeteft
error of mortals, which makes men {wal-
low fuch large draughts’of evil, mingled
with a very few drops of good, allure
them too ftrongly, toapprehend that this
crime will ever be common from its un-
avoidable impunity. The laws are obeyed
through fear of punithment, but death
deftroys all fenfibility. What motive
then can reftrain the defperate hand of

¥ {uicide ?

He who kills himfelf does a lefs injury
to fociety, “than he who quits his country
for ever ; for the other leaves his property
behind him, but this carries with him at
leaft a part of his fubftance. Befides, as
the ftrength of a feciety confifts in the
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