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of thé opprefled againft the oppreflors is
leaft to be feared. In fuch circumitances,
rich-and powerful men more eafily com-
mand diftin¢tion, refpect and fervice, by
which they are raifed to a greater height
above the poor; for men are more inde-
pendant the lefs they are obferved, and are
leaft obferved when moft numerous., On
the contrary, when the number of people
is too great in'proportion to the extent of
a country, luxury is a check to defpotifm;
becaufe it is a {pur to induftry, and be-
caufe the labour of the poor affords fo
many pleafures to the rich, that they dif-
regard the luxury of oftentation, which
would remind the people of their depend-
ance. Hence we {ee, that in vaft and de-
populated ftates, the luxury of oftenta-
tion prevails’ over that of convenience;
but in countries more populous, the lux-
ury of convenience tends conftantly to
diminith the luxury of oftentation.

Tue pleafures of luxury have this in-
convenience, that though they employ a

great number of hands, yet théy are only
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