138 An Essav on
enjoyed by a few, whilft the reft, who do
not partake of them, feel the want more
fenfibly, on comparing their ftate with
that of others: Security and liberty, re-
ftrained by the laws, are the bafis of haps
pinefs; and when attended by thefe, the
pleafures of luxury favour population;
without which they become the inftru-
ments of tyranny: As the moft noble and
generous animals fly to folitude and inacs
ceffible deferts, and abdandon the fertile
plains to man, their.greateft enemy; fo
men rejet pleafure itfelf, when offered
by the hand of tyranny.

BuT to réeturn. If it be demonftrated,
that the laws which imprifon men in their
own country are vain and unjuft, it will
be equally true of thofe which punifh
fuicide, for that can only be punifhed af-
ter death, which is in the power of God
alone; but it is no crime, with regard to
man, becaufe the punithment falls on an
innocent family. If it be obieted, that
the confideration of fuch a punithment
may prevent the crime; I anfwer, that
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