Grivesand PUNISHMENTS.  §43
fer a ftri® examination, has proved be=
fore proper judges, that either the fraud,
or loffes of others, or misfortunes una-
voidable by human prudence, have ftript
him of his fubftance; upon what barba=
rous pretence is he thrown into prifon,
and thus deprived of the only remaining
good the melancholy enjoyment of mere
liberty ? Why is he ranked with crimi-
pals, and in defpair compelled to repent

of his honefty ? Confcious of his inno-
cence, he lived eafy and happy under the
proteéhon of thofe laws, which, it is true,
he viplated, but not 1ntent10nally Laws,
dictated by the avarice of the rich, and
accepted by the poor, feduced by that
univerfal and flattering hope which makes
men beheve, that all unlucky accidents
are the lot of others, and the moft fortu-—
nate only the1r thare. Mankind, when

mﬂuenced by the firft 1mpreﬁions, love
cruel laws, although, being fubje& to
them themfelves, it is the intereft of every
perfon that they thould be as mild as pof-
fible; but the fear of being 1nJured is al-
ways

pt X . e




	e-becc-122o-163

