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CriMES and PUNISEMENTS. 151
tion, and authorizes the fubjects to com-
mit on their neighbours fimilar ufurpa-
tions. If the criminal ftill remain in

his gwa country, to fet a price upon his
head, is the firongeft proof of the weak-
nefs of the government. He who has
firength to defend himfelf, will not pur-
chafe the afliftance of another. Befides
fuch an edi& confounds all the ideas of
virtue, and morality, already too wavering
in ‘ the mind of man, At one time
treachery is punifhed by the laws, at
another encouraged. With one hand the
legiflator firengthens the ties of kindred,
and friendthip, and with the other, re-
wards the violation of both. Always in
contradiion with himfelf, now he in-

vites the fufpe&ing minds of men to mu-
tual confidence, and now he plants diftruft
i every heart., 'To prevent one crime,
he ‘givés birth to a thoufand. Such are
the expedients of weak nations, whofe
laws are like temporary repairs to a totter-
ing fabrick, On the contrary, asa nation
becomes more enlightened, honefty and
mutual confidence become more neceflary,
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