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a reward from the accomplices. In that
cafe, as the difference of the danger is
compenfated, the punithment fhould be
equal. = Thefe refleCtions may appear too
refined to thofe who do not confider, that
it is of great importance, that the laws
thould leave the aflociates as few means as
poflible of agreeing among themfelves.

In fome tribunals a pardon is offered
to an accomplice in a great crime, if he
difcover his affociates. This expedient
has its advantages and difadvantages. The
difadvantages are, that the law authorifes
treachery, which is detefted even by the
villains themfelves ; and introduces crimes
of cowardice, which are much more per
nicious to a nation than crimes of courage,
Courage is not common, and only wants
a benevolent power to dire it to the pub-
lic good. Cowardice, on the contrary,

is a frequent, felf-interefted and conta-
gious evil, which can never be improved
into a virtue. Befides, the tribunal, which
has recourfe to this method, betrays its
fallibility, and the laws their weaknefs,
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