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infants. Where charity is wanting, the
law is always cruel. It were much better
to prevent, than to think only of punifh-
ing thefe frequent misfortunes. The pro-
per object of jurifprudence is, to hinder
the commiffion of crimes, rather than
condemn to death a weak woman, when
it is evident, that her trangreffion was
unattended with malice, and that fhe hath
already been feverely punifhed by the pangs

of her own heart.

InsuRE, as far as poffible, a refource
to thofe who fhall be tempted to do evil,
and you will have lefs to punifh.

CHAP: 1L
Of Punifbments.

"FHIS misfortune, and this’very hard

law, with which I was fo fenfibly
affe@ed, prompted me to calt my eyes on
the criminal code of nations. The hu-
mane author of the Effay on Crimes and
Punifhments, had but too much caufe to
complain, that the latter frequently ex-
ceed
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