CrimMmes and PUNISHMENTS. v

ceed the former, and are fometimes detri-
mental to the ftate they were intended to
{ferve.

Tuose ingenious punifhments, the ze
plus ultra of the human mind endeavour-
ing to render death horrible, feem rather
the inventions of tyranny than of juftice.

TuE punithment of the whee/ was firft
introduced in Germany, in the times of
anarchy, when thofe who  ufurped the
regal power, refolved to terrify, with

unheard of torments, thofe who fhould
difpute their authority. In England,

they ripped open the belly of a man
guilty of bigh treafon ; tore out his heart,
dafhed it in his face, and then threw it
into- the fire. And wherein did this bigh
treafon frequently confift ? In having been,
during a civil war, faithful to an unfor-
tunate king; or in having fpoken free-
ly on the doubtful right of the conque-
ror. At length, their manners were foft-
ened ; they continue to tear out the
heart, but not till after the death.of the
offender. The apparatus is dreadful ; but
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