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CriMmEs and PUNISHMENTS. "Xxiil

difturbed no inftitution, nor religious ce-
remony. The police of the Romans was
neverthelefs excellent ; they were never-
thelefs abfolute mafters of the beft part
of the world, till the rexgn of Theodofius
the fecond.

It was a maxim of the Romans, Deo-
rum offenfee, Diis cure, Qffences again{t
the Gods concern the Gods only. The
{fenate, by the wifeft inftitution, being at
the head of religion, were under no appre-
henfions, that a convocation of priefts
thould force them to revenge the prieft-
hood under a pretext of revenging hea-
ven. They never faid, let us tear the im-
pious afunder, left we ourfelves be deem-
. ed impious; let us fhew the prieﬁzhood,
by our cruelty, that we are no lefs religi-
ous than they.

BuT our religion is more holy than that
of the Romans, and confequently impiety
is a greater crime. Granted. God will pu-
nith it. The part of man is, to punifh
that which is criminal in the publick dif-
B 4 order
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