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decreed * that no judge thould have fuch

a POWCI".

TurrEe are fome criminal cafes which
are either fo new, {o complicated, and fo
unaccountable, as to have efcaped the pro-
vifion of the laws, and which therefore,
in fome countries, are left to the difcretion
of the judge. But for one cafe in which
the laws permit the death of a criminal
whom they have not condemned, there
are a thoufand wherein humanity fhould
fave whom the laws have condemned to

fuffer.

Tue {word of juftice is in our hands,
but we ought rather to blunt than to fhar-
pen its edge. It remains within its
fheath in the prefence of kings, to in-
form us that it ought feldom to be drawn.

Tuere have been fome judges wha
were paffionately fond of {pilling human
blood ; fuch was Jefferies 1in England,
and fuch in France was the man whom
they called Coupe-téte. Nature never in-

‘ tended
#* Bodin de RePub]ica, lib. 3. c. 5
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