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CrimEes and PunisaMENTSs. xli

the viims : all defire that the principal
offender and his accomplices may be pu-
pithed ; neverthelefs, there is a natural
compaﬂion‘ in the human heart, which
makes all men deteft the cruelty of tortur-
ing the accufed in order to extort confef-
fion. 'The law has not condemned them,
and yet, though uncertain of their crime,
you infli& a punifhment more horrible
than that which they are to fuffer when
their guilt is confirmed. ¢ Poflibly thou
“ mayft be innocent ; but I will torture
« thee that I may be fatisfied : not that I
« intend to make thee any recompence for
¢ the thoufand deaths which I have made
« thee {uffer, in lieu of that which is pre-
¢ paring for thee.” Who does not thud-
der at the idea ? St. Auguftin oppofed fuch
cruelty. The Romans tortured their flaves
only; and Quintilian, recolleting that they
were men, reproved the Romans for fuch
want of humanity.

Ir there were but one nation in theworld
which had abolithed the ufe of torture ; if
in that nation crimes were no more fre-

quent
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