Iviii A CoOMMENTARY on

the penitent. It was converting a facra-
ment into a regifter of accufations and fa-
crilege ; for by the antient canons, and
particularly by the Lateran council, under
Innocent III. every confeflor who reveals
confeflion, of whatfoever nature it may be,
fhall be interdi¢ted and imprifoned for life.

Tuus we fee four different Popes, in
the fixteenth and f{eventeenth centuries,
ordering the revelation of a fin of impuri-
ty, and forbidding it in cafes of parricide.
A woman confefles, or fuppofes in her con-
feflion to a Carmelite, that a Cordelier at-
tempted to feduce her ; the Carmelite muft
impeach the Cordelier. A fanatical affaf-
fin, believing that he fhall ferve God by
killing his prince, confults his confeflor on
this cafe of confcience ; the confeflor is
guilty of facrilege if he fave the life of

his fovereign.

Tuis horrible abfurdity is one of the
unhappy confequences of the continual
oppofition, which hath fubfifted for fo ma-
ny ages, between the Ecclefiaftical and

Civil
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