A CoOMMENTARY on

CHAP. X3\ |
On a certain Species of Mutilation.

‘%/ 7 E find, in the Pande&, a law of

Adrian, which denounces death to
the phyficians who fhould make a eunuch,
cither by caftration or by bruifing the #z/les.
By the {fame law, the poffeflions of thofe
who fuffered caftration were confifcated.
Origen ought certainly to have been pu~-
nithed, who f{ubmitted to this operation,
from the rigid interpretation of that paf-
fage in St. Matthew, which fays, There be
euntichs, which bave made themfelves eunuchs
Jar the kingdom of heaven's fake.

THines changed in the reigns of fuc-
ceeding Emperors, who adopted the lux-
ury of Afia; efpecially in the lower em-
pire of Conftantinople, where eunuchs be-
came patriarchs and generals of armies.

In thefe our own times, it is the cuftom
at Rome to caftrate young children, to ren-
der them worthy of being muficians to his
Holinefs ; {o that Caffrate, and Mufico del
P(lpa’,




	e-becc-122o-266

