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CrimEs and PunisumMeENTS. Ixxv

*hemfelves, for their honefty, to certain |
punifhment. H

TuE law feems to oblige the magiftrate
to be the enemy of the accufed, rather
than his judge ; it being left in the power
of the magiftrate to confront the evidence
with the accufed, or not, as he thall think
proper. Amazing! that fo neceflary a
part of the procedure fhould be left unde-
termined.

A M AN being fufpeCted of a crime,
knowing that he is denied the benefit of
counfel, flies his country ; a ftep to which
he is encouraged by every maxim of the
law. But he may be condemned in his
abfence, whether the crime be proved or
not. Strange laws | If a man be charged
with owing a fum of money, before he can
be condemned to pay the demand, it is-
required that the debt be proved ; but if
his life be in queftion, he may be con-
demned, by default, without any proof of
the crime. Is money then of more im-
portance than life ? O ye judges and legi-

{lators!
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