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M. pE MONTESQUIEU. .

fome meafure, to invade the rights of thofe
nations to which they more immediately be-
longed. But there are men {o much f{uperior
to the reft of mankind, that no one nation has
a better claim to them than another ; as they
feem to be given to the whole UNIVERSE.
We, then, claim our right in_common with
the reft of the world. -

If any thing CO“‘IJ prevent eur attempring
the praifes of M. de MoNTESQUIED, it wo uld
be, the greatnefs of the {ubje&, and the con-
fcioufnefs of our own infufficiency. Every
other academy, however, that was honoured

with his name, will not fail to do juftice to his
memory, and they may more happily acquit
themf{elves of the tafk, than we fhall. Butitis
impoflible to fpeak too much, or in too many

places, of a man, who was {o great an honour

t6.fcience, and to humanity; nor can we too

often prefent the image of a MoNTEsQuIEy,
in an age, when men of letters feem fo regard-
lefs of morals; in an age, when they have
endeavoured to perfuade mankind, with but
too much {uccefs, that the virtues of the mind

and of the heart are incompatible. Let them
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