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nation, as the mof} confpicuous. Ifit be a
difficule thing, to trace the effe@s of our
paflions in an Individual, how much more fo
muft it not be, to mark out thole of a whole
People! Human fenfe, to what extended
degree foever it may be poffeffled, will,
without experience, be found u nequal to the
talk. There is required a perfetacquaintance
with falts; that laborioufly-acquired know-
lege, which is {o rarely united to a fublime
geniust M. MoNTEsQUIEY’s reflections upon
this fubje®, are evidently the refult of a
continued and complete ftudy of hiftory. It
is from an exa& feries of events that he draws
confequences the moft juft. Thefe Refets-
ons, etc. {o full of profound reafoning, may
be confidered as an abrigement of the Roman
hiftory, capable of fupplying whatis wanting
in Tacitus himfelf,

"T'hefe works, fays Mr. Maupertuis, natu-
rally ledour author to a third, and much
more inﬁporrant one; namely, his Traité de
L’ Efprit -des Lois.

different forms of government which exift,

Amongft the many

there are three principal ones, diftinguifhed
from the relt; Democracy, where the power
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