26 * The Rise and FALL of thz
{till raife, the greateft idea of its power, were form-
ed under its kings. They began already to lay the
foundation of that city, which was to be eternal.

Romulus, and his fucceffors, were engaged in al-
moft perpetual wars with their neighbours, to en-
creafe the number of their citizens, their women,
and their territories. They ufed to return to the
city, loaded with the fpoils of conquered nations;
and thefe {poils, which confifted of wheat-fheaves
and flocks, ufed to fill them with the greateft joy.
Such is the origin of triumphs, to which that city,
afterwards, chiefly owed its grandeur.

The ftrength of the Romans was greatly increaf-
ed by their union with the Sabines, a {tubborn war-
like people, refembling the Lacedaemonians from
whom they {prung. Romulus (2) copied the form
of their fhields, which were large, and ufed them
ever afterwards inftead of the fmall buckler of Ar.
gos: and it is to be obferved, that the circumftance,
which chiefly raifed the Romans to the fovereignty
of the world, was, their laying afide their own cuw
ftoms as foon as they met with better among the
people they conquered; and itis well known that
they fought fucceffively againft all nations.

It was a maxim then among the republics of
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Italy, that treaties made with one king were notf gy

obligatory towards his fucceflor. This was a fort
of law of nations (b) among them. Thus every
thing which had been fubmitted to by one king of
Rome, they thought themfelves difengaged from
under another, and wars continually begot wars

{2) Plutarch’s life of Romulus.
(b) Thisappears throughout the hiftory of the kings of Roomtt:
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