28  The Rise and FALL of the

neceflarily either thake off the yoke, or foften the
afperity of their manners.

From the fituation of things at that time, this
was the refult ; either that Rome fhould change the
form of its government, or continue for ever a fmal
poor monarchy.

Modern hiftory furnifhes us with a very remarks
able example of what happened at that time in Rome;
for as men have been fenfible of the fame paffions
in all ages, the occafions which gave rife to great
revolutions are various, but the caufes are for ever
the fame,

As Henry VII of England increafed the power

of the commons, merely to humble the nobility;
{fo Servius Tullius enlarged the privileges of the
people, in order to deprefs the fenate; but the peo-
ple, growing afterwards bolder, ruined each of tht
monarchies under which they lived.

No flattering colours have been employed, in the
picture which is left us of Tarquin; his name ha
not efcaped any of the orators who declaimed againf
tyranny; but his condu& before his calamitiey
which it is evident he forefaw; his gentlenefs ant
humanity towards the conquered, his beneficence
the foldiers, the arts by which he engaged fuch num
bers to endeavour at his prefervation, the edificd
he raifed for the public ufe, his courage in the field
the conftancy and patience with which he bore his
misfortunes, a twenty years war he either carriel
on, or caufed to be carried on again{t the Roman
though deprived of his kingdom, and very poor
thefe things, and the refources he perpetually found,

provemanifefily;thathe was nocontemptxblepenon

The rank or place, which pofterity beftows; &
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