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was pretty near the {ame with that now pradtifed
among the inhabitants of Leffer Tartary.

The plunder was laid together, and afterwards
diftributed among the foldiers; not even the mi.
nuteft article was loft, becaufe every man, before
he fet out, fwore not to embezzle any thing; be.
fides that, the Romans were, of all nations, the moft

kre‘;igious obfervers of oaths, thefe being confidered
as the finews of their military difcipline.

In fine, thofe citizens, who ftaid at home, fhared
alfo in the fruits of the vitory; for part of the
conquered lands was confifcated, and this was fub-
divided into two portions, one of which was fold
for the benefit of the public, and the other divided
by the commonwealth, among fuch citizens as were
but in poor circumftances, upon condition of their
paying a fmall acknowlegement.

As the confuls had no other way of obtaining the
honour of a triumph, than by a conqueft or 2 vi-
€tory, this made them ruth into the field with un
parallelled impetuofity ; they marched direétly to the

enemy, when force immediately decided the conteft.

Rome was therefore engaged in an eternal, and
ever-obftinate war: now, a nation rthat is always
(a) at war, and that too from the very frame and
eflence of its government, muft neceffarily be de-
ftroyed, or fubdue all other nations; for, thefe
being fometimes at war, and at other times in
peace, could never be fo able to invade others, not
fo well prepared to defend themfelves.

By this means the. Romans attained a perfelt

(s) The Romans confidered foreigners as enemies: Hoftis,

according to Varro, De Linguva Lat, lib. iv. fignificd at firll 2
foreigner who lived according to his own laws,
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