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a people no lefs martial than themfelves? Manlius
refleéts upon the beft methods of ftrengthening the
command in the field, and puts to death his own
fon, for conquering without his orders. Are they
defeated before Numantia? Scipio Aemilianus im-
mediately removes the feveral blandithments, which
bad enervated them. Have the Roman legions paft
under the yoke at Numidia? Metellus wipes a.
way their ignominy, the inftant he has obliged them
to refume their ancient inflitutions. Marius, that
he may be enabled to vanquith the Cimbri and the
Teutones, begins by diverting the courfe of () ri-
vers; and Sylla employs, in fuch hard labour, his
foldiers, who were terrified at the war which was
carrying on againft Mithridates, that they fue for
battle, to put an end to their hardfhips.

Publius Nafica made the Romans build a fleet
of fhips, at a time when they had no occafion for
fuch a force : thefe people dreaded idlenefs more
than an enemy.

Aulus Gellius () gives no very good reafons for
the cuftom among the Romans of letting foldiers
blood who had commiitted a fault; the true reafon
is, that firength being the chief qualification of a
foldier, this was the means of adding not tohis
weaknefs, but to his difgrace.

In the battles fought in our age, every fingle fol-
dier has very little fecurity and confidence except in
the multitude ; but among the Romans, every indi-
vidual, more robuft and of greater experience in
war, as well as more inured to the fatigues of it,
than his enemy, relied upon himfelf only. He was

(s) Frontin. Stratagem. lib. i, cap.x5, (§) Lib. x. cap. 8,

P = = 2l — 1

e~ T T




	u-rom-mont-72d-040

