40 The Rist and FALL of the

As no troops in the world were, in any age, fo
well difciplined, it was hardly poffible that in a bat.
tle, how unfortunate foever, but fome R omans muft
rally in one part or other of it ; or on the other fide,
but that the enemy muft be defeated in fome part
of the field: and, indeed, we find every where in
hiftory, that whenever the Romans happened to be
overpowered at the beginning, either by numbers,
or the fiercenefls of the onfet, they at laft wrefted
the lawrel out of the enemics hand.

Their chief care was to examine, in what par-
ticular their enemies had an advantage over them,
and when this was found, they immediately rect-
fied it. The cutting fwords () of the Gauls, and
the elephants of Pyrrhus intimidated them but once.
They firengthened their cavalry, (4) firft, by taking
the bridles from the horfes; that their impetuofity
might be boundlefs, and afterwards by intermixing
them with Velites (¢): when they underftood th
excellence of the Spanith (4) fword, they quitted

(a) The Romans ufed to prefent their javelins, when the
Gauls ftruck at them with their fwords, and by that means
blunted them.

(6) At the time that they warred againft the leffer nations
of Italy, their horfe was fuperior to that of their enemies, and
For this reafon, the cavalry were compofed of none but the ableft
bodied men, and the moft confiderable among the citizens, each
of whom had a horfe maintained at the public expence. When
they alighted, no infantry was more formidable, and they ve-
ry often turned the fcale of victory.

(¢) Thefe were young men lightly armed, and the moft
nimble of all the legion. At the lealt fignal that was given,
they would cither leap behind a. horfeman, or fight on foot,
Valerius Maximus, lib. ii. Livy, lib. xxvi.

(d) Fragmen, of Polybius cited by Suidas in the word
l.(.uxaupa.
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