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their own for it. They baffled all the art of the
moft experienced pilots, by the invention of an en.
gine which is defcribed by Polybius. In fioe, as Jo-
fephus obferves (4), war wasa fubject of meditation
to the Romans, and peace an exercife.

1f any nation boafted, either from nature or its
inflitation, any peculiar advantage, the Romans
immediately made ufe of it: they employed their
atmoft endeavours to procure horfes from Numi-
dia, bowmen from Crete, flingers from the Baleares,
and fhips from the Rhodians. _

To conclude, no nation in the world ever pre-
pared for war with fo much wifdom, and carried it
on with fo much intrepidity.

CHAPTER IL

The Methods by which the Romaxs raifed them-
Sfelves to Empire.

L]

S the people of Europe, in this age, have very
near the fame arms, the fame difcipline, the

fame arts, and the fame manner of making war;
the prodigious fortune, to which the Romans attain-
ed, feems incredible to us. Befides, power is at this
time divided fo difproportionably, that it is not pof-4
fible for a petty ftate to raife itfelf, merely by its
own ftrength from the low condition in which pro-
vidence has placed it.

This merits fome refle€tions, otherwife we might
behold feveral events without being able to account
for them; and for want of having a perfect idea of

(s) De Bello Judaico, lib. i
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