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the different [ituation of things, we fhould believe,
in perufing antient hiftory, that we view a fett of
men different from ourfelves.

Experience has fhewn perpetually, that an Eq.
ropean prince, who has a million of fubjets, can.
not, without deftroying himfelf, keep up and main.
tain above ten thoufand foldiers ; confequently, great
nations only are poffeffed of armies.

But the cafe was different antiently with regard
to commonwealths: for this proportion between the
foldiers and the reft of the people, which is now 2|
one to an hundred, might, in thofe times, be pret-
ty near as one is to eight.

The founders of antient commonwealths had
made an equal diftribution of the lands; this cir
cumftance alone raifed a nation to power; thatis
to fay, made it a well regulated fociety: this alfo
gave firength to its armies; it being equally the in-
tereft (and this too was very great) of every indi-
vidual, to exert himfelf in defence of his country,

‘When laws were not executed in their full 1i-
gour, affairs returned back to the fame point in

which we now fee them : the avarice of fome pare
ticular perfons, and the lavith profufenefs of others;
occafioned the lands to become the property of a
few ; inmmediately arts were introduced to fupply the
reciprocal wants of the rich and poor ; by which

. means there were but very few foldiers or citizens

feen ; for the revenues of the lands, that had before
been employed to fupport the latter, “were now be-
frowed wholly on flaves and artificers, who admi
niftered to the luxury of the new proprietors; for
otherwife the government, which, how licentious fo-
ever it be, muft exift; would have been deftroyed: :
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