46  The Ri1sE and FArr of the

that he was obliged to begin the war of Maced.
nia, from his inability ‘to maintain any longer the
fix thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe in ki
fervice. This prince, fovereign of a fmall country
which has never made the leaft figure fince hi
time, was a military rambler, who was continual.
ly forming new enterprizes, becaufe he could not
fubfift but by enterprizing.

Tarentum, his ally, had much degenerated fronm

the inftitution of the Laced;emomana, her ance:
ftors (6). He might have done great things with
the affiftance of the Samnites; but they were al-
moft quite deftroyed by the Romans.

As the Carthaginians grew wealthy f{ooner than
the Romans, fo they were fooner corrupted: thus
whilft at Rome, public employments were made the
reward of virtue only, and no other emolument
accrued from them than honour, and a preference
in toils; at Carthage, the feveral advantages which
the public can beftow on particular perfons were
venal, and every fervice done by fuch pexfons was
there paid by the public.

A monarchy ismot dragged nearer to the brink
of ruin by the tyranny of a prince, than a-common-
wealth by a lukewarmnefs and indifference for the
general good. The advantage of a free {tate is, that

the revenues are employed in it to the beft purpofes;}

but where does not the reverfe of this happen! the
advantage of a free {tate is, that it admits ofno fa-
. vourites ; but when the contrary is {een, and inftead
of the friends and reladons of a prince, great fors

tunes are amafled for the friends and relations of.a}l;‘_

perfons who have any fhare in the government; if
(¢) Jultin, lib. xx.
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