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“ particular perfons boafted the wealth of kings.

ReamMmaw EMPrre. 27

this cafe an univerfal ruin muft enfue; the laws are
then eluded more dangeroufly, than they are in-
fringed by a fovereign prince, who, being always
the greateft citizen in the ftate, is moft concerned
to labour at its prefervation.

By the conftant praétice of ancient cuftoms and
manners, and a peculiar ufe that was made of po- ~
verty, the fortunes of all the people in Rome were
very near upon a level; but in Carthage, fome

The two prevailing fa&tions in Carthage were fo
divided, that the one was always for peace, and the
other always for war; by which means it was im-
poflible for that city, either to enjoy the one, or
engage in the other to advantage.

In Rome, (2) war immediately united the feveral
interefts, but in Carthage it divided them fiill more.

In a monarchy, feuds and divifions are eafily
quieted, becaufe the prince is invefted with a coer-
cive power to curb both parties; but they are more
lating in a commonwealth, becaufe the evil gene-
rally feizes the very power which only could have
wrought a cure. : :

In Rome, which was governed by laws, the peo-
ple entrufted the fenate with the management of af-
fairs; but in Carthage, which was governed by fraud

(a) Hannibal’s prefence put an end t@all the feuds and di-
vifions which till then prevailed among the Romans; but the
prefence of Seipio irritated thofe which already fubfifted among
the Carthaginians, and fhakled, as it were, the ftrength of the
city; for the common people now grew diffident of the gene-
rals, the fenate, and the great men; and this made the peo-

ple more furious. Appian has given us the hiftory of this war,
cartied on by the firlt Scipios
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