48 The RisE and FALL of the
and diffolutenefs, the people would themfelves trap.
fact all things.

Carthage, in warring with all its riches againf
the poverty of Rome, had a difadvantage in this
very circumftance; for gold and filver may be
exhaufted, but virtue, perfeverance, firength anf
poverty are inexhauftible.

The Romans were ambitious through pride, and
the Carthaginians through avarice ; the formg
would command, the latter amafs; and thefe whofe
minds were wholly turned to traffic, perpetualy
cafting up their income and expences, never en
gaged in any war from inclination.

The lofs of battles, the decreafe of a people, th
decay of trade, the confumption of the public trex
fure, the infurrection of neighbouring nations, might
force the Carthaginians to fubmit to the feverel
terms of peace: but Rome was not fwayed by tht
confideration of bleffings or calamities, being de
termined by no other motive but its glory; and
as the Romans were perfuaded they could nof
exift without commanding over others, neithe

hopes, nor fears of any kind, could prevail with*
pes, ’ P

them to conclude a peace, the conditions of whic
were not prefcribed Uy themfelves.

Nothing is fo powerful as a commonwealth it
which the laws are exaltly obferved, and this nol
from fear nor from reafon, but from a paffionatt
impulfe, as in Rome and Lacedaemon ; for then th
wifdom of a good legiflature is united to all the
ftrength a fation could poffibly boatft.

The Carthaginians made ufe of foreign forces
and the Romans employed none but their own. A
the latter had never confidered the vanquifhed but
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