g0 The Rise and FALL of the

fo many bulwarks. The Romans were never abap.
doned by one of their allies till the battle of Can.
nae; the reafon is, the Samnites and other nationy
of Italy were ufed to their fovereignty.

As moft of the cities of Africa were poorly for.
tified, they prefently furrendered to the firft enemy
that appeared under their walls; fo that Agathocle;
Regulus, Scipio, in a word, all who made a defeen:
on thofe places, immediately fpread defpair through
all Carthage.

‘We can afcribe to nothing but to an evil admi
niftration, the feveral calamities which the Cartha
ginians fuffered during the whole war that Scipio
carried on againft them; their city (2), and evan
their armies were famifhed, at the fame time that
the Romans enjoyed a profufion of all things.

Among the Carthaginians, the armies which ha
been defeated grew more infolent upon it, info
much that they fometimes ufed to crucify thei
generals, punithing them in this manner for thei
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own cowardice. Among the Romans, the conful i Iz

after punifthing fuch foldiers as had fled from thei
colours, by a (a) decimation, marched the furvir
ing forces againft the enemy.

The government of the Carthaginians was vaftly
oppreflive (¢): they had trampled fo much upon th
Spaniards, that, when the Romans arrived amon

(a) See Appian, lib. Lybicus.

(b) This punithment, which was infli¢ted on thofe who had
run from their colours, on mutineers, etc. was thus: the name
of all the criminals, being put together in a veffel or fhield, were
afterwdrds drawn out, every tenth man being to die without
reprieve. By this means, though all were not put to death,

yet all were terrified into obedience.  Nute by the dranji

(¢) See what is related by Polybius concerning their exadtions:
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