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them, they were confidered as their deliverers; and
if we reflect upon the immenfe fums it coft the Car-
thaginians to maintain‘in that country,a war which
proved fatal to them, it-will appear thatinjuftice s ve-
ryimprovident, and isnot miftrefs of all {he promifes.

The founding of Alexandria had very‘much lef
fened the trade of Carthage. In the firft ages, fu-
perflition ufed to banifth, in fome meafure, all fo-
reigners from Egypt; and after the Perfians had
conquered this kingdom, they had bent their whole
thoughts to the weakening of their new fubjets;
but under the Grecian monarchs, Egypt poffefled
almoft the whole commerce of the univerfe (2),
and that.of Carthage began to decay.

Such powers, as are eftablithed by commerce,
may {ubfift for a long feries of years in their hum-
ble condition, but their grandeur is of fhort dura-
tion; they rife by little and little, and in an imper-
ceptible manner, for they do not perform any par-
ticular expleit which may make a noife, and figna-
lize their power: but when they have once raifed
themfelves to fo exalted a pitch, that it is impoffi-
ble but all muft fee them, -every one endeavours to

deprive this nation of an advantage which it had

fnatched, as it were, from the reft of the world.

The Carthaginian cavalry was preferable to that
of the Romans, for thefe two reafons; firft, becaufe
the horfes of Numidia and Spain were better than
thofe of Italy; fecondly, becaufe the Roman caval-
1y was but indifferently provided with arms; for
the Romans, as (4) Polybius informs us, did not in-

(4) Sec more of this hereafter in chap. vi.

() Beok vi.
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