52 The Rist and FALL of the

troduce any change on this occafion, till fuch tin
as they fought in Greece.

In the firft Punic war, Regulus was defeated asfon
as the Carthaginians made choice of plains for thei
cavalry to engage in ; and in the fecond, (2) Hannily]
owed his moft glorious victories to the Numidiang

Scipio, by the conqueft of Spain, and the alliane
he made with Mafiniffa, deprived the Carthaginian
of this fuperiority : the Numidian cavalry won th
battle of Zama, and put an end to the war.

The Carthaginians had greater experience at fea
and were better fkilled in the working of fhips tha
the Romans: but this advantage feems to have bee
lefs in thofe ages than it would be in the prefent

As the ancients had not the ufe of the fea-com
pafs, they were confined almoft to coafting; an
indeed they had nothing but gallies, which wett
fimall and flat bottomed ; moft roads were to then
as fo many harbours; the knowlege of their pilos
was very narrow and contrafted, and their tacke
extremely fimple. Their art itfelf was {o imperf
fe&t, that as much is now done with an hundre
oars, as in thofe ages with a thoufand.

Their larger veflels had a difadvantage in thi§
that being moved with difficulty by the crew of g
ley-flayes, it was impoffible for them to make ti
neceffary evolutions. Mark Antony experiencfd
_this, in the moft fatal manner, at A&ium; for b
fhips were not able to move about, when attackel
on all fides by the lighter veffels of Auguftus.

() The circamflance which: gave the Romans-an oppet
tunity of taking a little breath in the fecond Punic war, ¥
this, whole bodies of Numidian cavalry went over into Sicif

and Italy, and there joined them.
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