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As the ancients ufed nothing but galleons, the
lighter veffels eafily broke the oars of the greater
ones, which were then but as fo many unwieldy,
:mmoveable machines, like modern fhips when they
have loft their mafts.

Since the invention of the fea-compafs, diffcrent
methods have been employed; oars (2) have been
Jid afide; the main ocean has been vifited, great
fhips have been built; the machine is become more
complicated, and the pratices have been multiplied.

The difcovery of gun-powder has occafioned a
drcumftance one would no ways have {fufpelted,
which is, that the ftrength of fleets depends more
than ever upon art; for in order to refift the fury”
of the cannon, and prevent the being expofed to a
fuperior fire, it was neceffary to build great fhips;
but the power of the art muft be proportioned tof
the bulk of the machine.

The fmall veffels of the antients ufed often to
grapple fuddenly with one another, on which occa-
fion the foldiers engaged on both fides: a whole
land-army was fhipped on board a fieet. In the feas
fight won by Regulus and his collegue, an hundred
and thirty thoufand Romans fought againft an bun-
dred and fifty thoufand Carthaginians: at that time
foldiers were looked upon as confiderable, and art
ifts the very reverfe; but in thefe ages, the foldiers
are confidered as little or nothing, and artifls the
very contrary. 7

A firong proof of the difference is the victory

{¢) Hence we may judge of the imperfe&tion of the antient
navies, fince we have laid afide a pradtice in which we had fo
much fuperiority over them.
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