54  The Rist and Favrv of the

won by Duillius the conful: the Romans WEre to.
tally ignorant of navig: gation, when a Carthaginin
galley, hap},\mnﬁ to be ftranded on their coaf)
ferved them as a model for the building of others;
in three months time their failors were trained,

heir fleet was completely fitted out; the Romans
put to fea, eame up with the Car thaginians, and
defeated them,

In this age, the whole life of a prince is feare
fufficient for the raifing and equipping a navy cap
ble to make head againft a power already pofleffed
of the empire of the fea: this perhaps may be the
only thing which money cannot of itfelf effet;
and thougn a great (2) monarch in our days fue
ceeded immediately in an attempt of this Kind,
experience has proved to others (), that fuch a
example is to be admired rather than imitated.

The fecond Punic war made fo much noife in
the world, that it is known to every one. Whenwe
furvey atientively the croud of obftacles which ftart

ed up before Hannibal, and refle&, that this extr: |
ordinary man furmounted them all, we view the mof}

auguft fpeQtacle that antiquity can poffibly exhibit

Rome was a miracle in conftancy and refolutios
after the battles of Ticinus, of Trebia, and Thra
fymenus; after the defeat at Cannae, which was il

more fatal to them, though they faw themfelves# |

bandoned by moft of the nations in Italy, yet they
would not fue for peace; and for this reafon, the
fenate never once receded from their antient max:
ims : they conduéted themfelves towards Hannibal,if
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the fame manner as they had before behaved wn:hxe- o

{4) Lewis XIV, (b) Spain and Mufcovys
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