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gard to Pyrrhus; to whom they refufed all terms of
secommodation; till fuch time as he fhould leave
Traly ; and Dionyfius Halicarnafleus (2) informs us,
that, when Coriolanus was treating with the Ro-
mans, the fenate declared they would never infringe
their ancient cuftoms; that their people could not
conclude a peace fo long as the enemy {hould con-
finue in their territories; but that in cafe the Vol-
{cians would think fit to retire, they then thould a-
gree to any terms that were juft and reafonable.
'Rome was faved by the ftrength and vigour of its
inflitution : after the battle of Cannae, their very WO
men were not allowed to fhed tears: the fenate refuf~
ed to ranfom the prifoners, and fent the miferable
remainsof the army to carry on the warin Sicily, un-
recompenfed, and deprived of every military honour,
gll fuch time as Hannibal was driven out of ltaly.

On the other fide, Terentius Varro the conful
had fled ignominioufly as far as V enufia: thisman,
whofe extraétion was very mean, had been raifed
to the confulthip merely to mortify the nobles.
However the fenate would not enjoy the unhappy
triumph s they faw how neceffary it was for them
to gain the confidence of the people on this occa-
fion; they therefore went out to meet Varro, and
returned him thanks for not defpairing of the fafety
of the commonwealth. ’

It is commonly not the real lofs fuftained in a
battle, (that of the flaughter of fome thoufand men) -
which proves fatal to a ftate, but the imaginary lofs, |
the general damp which deprives it even of that |
firength and vigour which fortune had left it

(a) Antig. Rom. L viil,
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