56  The Rise and FALL of the

Some things are afferted by all men, becaufe they
have been afferted once: it is thought Hannib]
committed an yregious error in not laying fiege to
Rome after the battle of Cannae: it muft be con:
fefled, that the inhabitants of the former were at
firft feized with a panic; but then the furprize ang
dread of a martial people, which always turns to
bravery, is not like that of a defpicable populace,
who are fenfible to nothing but their weaknefs: 3
proof Hannibal would not have fucceeded, is, that
the Romans were flill powerful enough to fend
where any were wanted.

It is alfo faid, that Hannibal was greatly overfeen,
in marching his army to Capua, where his foldiers
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enervated themfelves; but people who make thefe |

aflertions fhould confider, that they do not go back
to the true caufe of it : would not every place have
proved a Capua to a body of men, who had enrich-
ed themfelves with the fpoils of fo many victories?
Alexander, whofe army confifted of his own fub-
jedts, made ufe, on the like occafion, of an expedis

ent which Hannibal, whofe army was compofed §

wholly of mercenaries, could not employ; and this
was, the fetting fire to the baggage of his foldiers,
and burning all their wealth and his own.

The very conquefts of Hannibal began to change |

the fortune of the war: he did not receive any fuc
cours from Carthage, either by the jealoufy of one
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party, or the too great confidence of the other. So

long as he kept his whole army together, he always

defeated the Romans; but when he was obliged to
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put garrifons into cities, to defend his alljes; to bes

fiege ftrong-holds, or:prevent their being befteged, he
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then found himfelf too weak, and loft a preat part
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