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Romanx EmMPIRE. §7
of his army by piece-meal. Conquefts are eafily
made, becaufe we atchieve them with our whole
force; they are retained with difficulty, becaufe we
defend them with only a part of our forces.

¢ HAPEER WV,

The State of Greece, of Macedonia, of Syria, ‘and
of Egypt, after the depreffion of Carthage.

Imagine Hannibal did not abound in witticifms,

efpecially in favour of Fabius and Marcellus a-
gainft himfelf. I am forry to fee Livy ftrew his
flowers on thefe enormous Coloffufes of antiquity :
1 with he had done like Homer, who neglects em-
bellifhing them, and knew fo well how to put them
in motion.

Befides, what Hannibal is made to fpeak ought to
have common {enfe: but if, on hearing the defeat
of his brother, he faid publicly, that it was the pre-
lude of the ruin of Carthage, could any thing have
a greater tendency to drive to defpair a people who
had placed their confidence in him, and to difcou-
rage an army which expetted fuch high recompen-
ces after the war?

As the Carthaginians loft every battle they fought,
either in Spain, in Sicily, or in Sardinia; Hannibal,
whofe enemies were fortifying themfelves inceffant-
ly, whilflt very inconfiderable reinforcements were
fent him, was reduced to the neceffity of engaging
in a defenfive war: this fuggefted to the Romans
the defign of making Africa the {eat of war. Ac-
cordingly Scipio went into that part of the world,
and fo great was his fuccefs, that the Carthagini-
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