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a treaty with Hannibal, yet very little refulted from
it; and this monarch, who gave the Carthaginians
put very inconfiderable fuccours, juft (hewed the
Romans that he bore them a fruitlefs ill-will.

When two mighty people are feen to wage 2 o
long and obftinate war, it is often ill policy to
imagine that it is fafe for the reft of the world to
continue as fo many idle fpectators; for which
foever of the two people triumphs over the other,
engages immediately in new wars; and a nation
of foldiers marches and invades nations who are
but fo many citizens.

This was very manifeft in thofe ages; for {carce
had- the Romans fubjefted the Carthaginians, but
they immediately invaded other * nations, and ap-
peared in all parts of the earth, carrying on an
univerfal invafion.

There were at that time in the eaft but four
powers capable of making head againfl the Romans;
Greece, the kingdoms of Macedonia, Syria, and
Egypt: we muft take a view of the condition, at
that time, of the two firft of thofe powers; becaufe
the Romans began by fubje&ing them.

There were at that time three confiderable people
in Greece, the Ztolians, the Achaians, and-the Boe~
otians; thefe were fo many affocidtiods formed by
free cities, which had their general affemblies‘and
magiftrates in common. The Atolians, were mar-
tial, bold, rafh; greedy of gain, very lavifh of their
promifes and oaths; in fine, a people who warred
on land in the fame manner as pirates do at fea,
The Achaians were incommoded perpetually by
méntion of the Romans though they had been engaged in

fuch mighty wars.
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