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though thefe reigned over but part of the
pmvinces which formed the dominions of thofe two
owers. Had Cyrus not conquered the kingdom of
Lydia; had Seleucus continued in Babylon, and let
the fuccefors:of Antigonus poflefs the maritime pro-
dincés, the Greeks would never have conquered the
Perfian empire, nor the Romans that of Seleucus,
Nature has preferibed certain limits to {tates, pur-
pofely to mortify the ambition of mortals: when °
the Romans flepped- beyond thofe limits, the great-
¢t part of them were deftroyed by the Parthians
(4); when the Parthians prefumed to pafs them,
they were forced immediately to retire back; and
in our days, fuch Turks, as advanced beyond thofe
boundaries, were obliged to return whence they

parthians,

came.
The kings of Syria and Egypt had, in their ref-

pective dominions, two kinds of fubjeés, vitorious
pations, and nations vanquifhed; the former, {till
puffed up with the idea of their origin, were ruled
with very great difficulty; they were not fired with
that fpirit of independence which animates us to
fhake off the yoke, but with that impatience which
makes us with to change our fovereign.

But the chief weaknefs of the kingdom of Syria
fprung from that of the court, where fuch monarchs
prefided as were fuccellors to Darius, not to Alex-
ander. Luxury, vanity, and effeminacy, which have
prevailed through all ages in the Afiatic courts, tri-
umphed more particularly in that of Syria: the evil

ii. chapter,

() T have given the reafon of this in the xv
of the two

borrowed partly from the geographical difpofition
cmpires,
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