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¢d to the moft infamous treaty that ever was con-
cuded by fo mighty a prince.

{cannot recolle€t any thing fo magnanimous, as
a refolution taken by a monarch in our days (a),
to bury himfelf under the ruins of the throne, ra-
ther than accept of terms unworthy of a king: fo
haughty was his foul that he could not ftoop lower |
than his misfortunes had thrown him; and he was
very fenfible, that courage may, but infamy never
can, give frefh ftrength to the regal diadem.

We often meet with princes who have (kill |
enough to fight a battle, but with very few that
have the talents requifite for carrying on a wars; |
who are equally capable of making a proper ufe of
fortune and of waiting for her; and who join toa
frame of tind, which raifes fufpicions before it |
executes, fuch a difpofition as makes them fearlefs
after they have once executed. :

After the depreffion of Antiochus, only fome in-
confiderable powers remained, if we except Egypt,
which, from the advantage of its fituation, its ferti-
lity, its commerce, the great number of its inhabi-
tants, its naval and land forces, might have been for-
midable; but the cruelty of its kings, their coward-
ice, their avarice, their imbecillity, and their enorm-
ous fenfualities, made them fo odious to their fub-
jedts, that they fupported themfelves, for the moft
part, by the proteftion of the Romans.

It was a kind of fundamental law, with regard
to the crown of Egypt, that the fifters thould fuc-
ceed with the brothers ; and in order topreferve u-
nity in the government, the brother was married to
the fiter. Now it is fcarce poffible to figure any

() Lewis XIV.




	u-rom-mont-72d-069

