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thing more pernicious in politics than fuch an orde|
of fucceflion; for as all the little domeftic feuds rofs
fo high as to diforder the ftate 5 whichfoever of the
two parties had the leaft difcontent, immediately
excited againft the other the inhabitants of Alex.
andria, 2 numberlefs multitude, always prepared to
Join with the firft of their kings who fhould rows
them ; fo that there were for ever princes who
atually reigned, and pretenders to the crown. And
as the kingdoms of Cyrene and Cyprus were gene.
rally poffefled by other princes of that houfe, who
laid their refpetive claims to the whole; by tha
means the throne of thefe princes was ever totters |
ing; and being indifferently fettled at home, they
bad no power abroad. b
The forces of the kings of Egypt, like thofe of f§
the Afiatic monarchs, were compofed of auxiliary
Greeks. Befides the fpirit of liberty, of honour, and |
of glory, which animated the latter people, they were |
inceffantly employed in bodily exercifes of everyL
kind. In all their chief cities games were inftituted, [’
wherein the vi¢tors were crowned in the prefence of §
all Greece, which raifed a general emulation : now,
in an age when combatants fought with arms, the
fuccefs of which depended on their ftrength and |
dexterity, it is natural to fuppofe that men, thus
exercifed, muft have had a great advantage overa
croud of Barbarians, who were enlifted at random,
and dragged indifcriminately into the field, as was
evident from the armies of Darius.
The Romans, in order to deprive the kings of
fuch a body of foldiery, and to bereave them, but
in an eafy filent manner, of their principal forces

|

obferved two things: firft, they eftablithed by in- §
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