74 The RisE and FALL of the

"When any prince had gained fuch a conquefty
often had exhaufled him, immediately a Romaf e
~ embaffador came and wrefted it out of his hands;f g
among a multitude of examples, we may remen. g
ber how they, with a fingle word, drove Antiochuf @
out of Egypt. fee

Fully fenfible how well the European nationf i
were turned for war, they eftablithed as a law, thaf =5
no (&) Afiatic monarch thould be fuffered to com g
into Europe, and there invade any people whatlo £ i
ever. The chief motive of their declaring waraf g
gainft Mithridates (b) was, for his having fubdud s
fome barbarians contrary to this prohibition.  F f

‘When they faw two nations engaged in war, & i
though they were not in alliance, nor had any corll
telt with either of them, they neverthelefs appeut g
ed upon the ftage of ation, and like our knigi-s i
errants, always fided with the weakeft: it wasufig
(¢) antient cuftom, fays Dionyfius Halicarnaffen S
for the Romans to grant fuccour to all who cam P
to implore it. - of

Thefe cuftoms of the Romans were not certain; b
particular incidents, which happened by chance, but
were fo many invariable principles; and this is all
to perceive ; for the maxims they put in practice# S
gainft the greateft monarchs were exactly the fame g
with thofe they had employed in their infant ﬂatf,g. o
againft the little cities which ftood round them. { i

(a) The order fent to Antiochus, even before the wat, fi
him not to crofs into Europe, was made gencral with rﬂ?,ﬂrd

to all other kings.
(b) Appian. de Bello Mithridat. £
(¢c) A fragment of Dionyfius, copied from the extra 88 2
embaffics, made by Conftantine Porphyrogenneta.
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