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Being mafters of the univerfe, they arrogated to
themfelvesall the treafures of it ; and were lefsunjuit
robbers, confidered as conquerors, than confidered as
legiflators. Hearing that Ptolemy king of Cyprus was

ofefled of immenfe wealth, they (4) enacted a law,
propofed by a tribune, by which they gave to them-
felvesthe inheritance of aman ftill living,and confifca-
«ed to their own ufe the eftates of a confederateprince.

In a little time the greedinefs of particular per-
fons quite devoured whatever had efcaped the public
ayarice ; magiftrates and governors ufed to fell their
injuftice to kings: two competitors would ruin one
another, for the fake of purchafing an ever-dubious
protection againft a rival who was not quite un-
done; for the Romans had not even the juftice of
sobbers, who preferve a certain probity in the ex-
ercife of guilt. In fine, as rights, whether lawful or
wfurped, were maintained by money only; princes,
to obtain it, defpoiled temples, and confifcated the
pofleflions of the wealthieft citizens; a thoufand
crimes were committed, purely for the fake of giv-
ing to the Romans all the money in the univerfe.

But nothing was of greater advantage to this peo-
ple than the awe with which they ftruck the whole
earth: in an inftant, kings were put to filence, and
feemed as though they were {tupid; no regard was
had to their eminence, but their very perfons were
attacked ; to hazard a war, was to expofe themfelves
to captivity, to death, to the infamy of a triumph.
Thus kings, who lived in the mid(t of pomps and

(¢) Divitiarum tanta fama erat, faysFlorus, ut vittor gentinm
populus, et donare regna confuetus, focii virique regis confil~
cationem mandaverit. lib. iii. c. 9.
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