80  The R1sE and Favt of the {
pleafures, did not dare to fix their eyes ﬁedfam)»i
on the Roman people; and their courage failin}
them, they hoped to fufpend 4 little the miferyf
vith which they were threatened, by their patiene]
and fubmiffive a&ions.

Obferve, I intreat you, the conduét of the Ro.;

mans.  After the defeat of Antiochus they wen)
pofleffed of Africa, Afia, and Greece, without hay}
ing fearce a fingle city in thefe countries that wee
immediately their own. They feemed to conquet
with no other view but to beftow ; but then theyb|
tained {o complete a fovereignty, that whenever they
engaged in war with any prince, they opprefTed hin,
as it were, with the weight of the whole univerfe

The time proper for feizing upon the conquerd§
countries was not yet come : had the Romans ket§

the cities they took from Philip, the Greeks woull}
have feen at once into their defigns: had they, &
ter the fecond Punic war, or that with Antiochu
poflefled themfelves of lands in (@) Africa andin

Afia, they could never have preferved conqueftsh

{lightly eftablithed.

It was the intereft of the Romans to wait tit#

all nations were accuftomed to obey, as free aud
as confederate, before they fhould attempt 0
command over them as fubjefts; and to let them
blend and lofe themfelves, as it were, by little and
little, in the Roman commonwealth.

See the treaty (4) which they made with the La

(4) They did not dare to venture their coloniesin thofe cou- S8
tries ;- but chofe rather to raife an eternal jealoufy between the o

Carthaginians and Mafinifla, and to make both thefe powes
aflit them in the conquelt of Macedonia and Greece.
() Itis related by Dion. Hal, Lib. vi. ¢, 95. cdit. Oxon
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