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fantly engaged in enterprizes which required con-
du& to accomplith them, and always fucceeded.
The experience of a day did not furnifh her with
more wifdom than all other nations, but fhe obtain-
ed it by a long fucceflion of events. She fuftained
a fmall, 2 moderate, and an immenfe fortune with
the fame fuperiority, derived true welfare from the
whole train of her profperities, and refined every
inftance of calamity into beneficial inftructions.

She loft her liberty, becaufe fhe completed her
work too foomn.

3l Pk ER XK,
OF the Corruption of the R omaxs.

A M- of opinien that the fetof Epicurus, which
§ ‘began to be propagated "at Rome towards the
cofe of the republic, was very prejudicial to the
minds and genius of the people (#). The Greeks
had been infatuated with its dotrines long before,
and confequently, were corrupted much earlier than
the Romans. We are affured by Polybius (&), that

(¢) Cyneas having difcourfed of the do@rines of this fect,
at the table of Pyrrhus, Fabricius {zid, he withed the enemies
of Rome would all embrace fuch kind of principles. Life of
Pyrrbus.

() ‘If you lend a talent to a Greek, and bind him to the
repayment, by, ten engagements, with as many fecurities, and
witnefles to the loan, it is impoffible to make them regard their
word ; whereas, among the Romans, whether it be owing to
their obligation of accounting for the public and private moncy,
they are always pun&ual-to the oaths they have taken. For
which reafon, the apprehenfions of infernal torments were
wifely .eftablithed, and it is altogether irrational that they
tow oppofe them. Polyb. I vi.
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