The R1se and FALL of the

oaths, in his time, could not induce any perfon to|
place confidence in a Greek, whereas they were
confidered by a Roman as inviolable obligations
upon his confcience.

There is a paffage in one of Cicero’s letters to
(2 ) Atticus, which manifeftly difcovers how much
the Romans had degenerated in this particula,
fince the time of Polybius.

Memmius, fays he, imparted to the fenate the
agreement he and his fellow candidate had made
with the confuls, by which the latter flipulatedtg
favour them in their folicitations for the confulthip
the enfuing year; and they obliged themfelves to
pay four hundred thoufand fefterces to the confuls,
if they did not farnifh them with three augurs, who
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thould declare they themfelves were prefent when |

the people made the Curiatian law (), thoughin

reality it had not been enatted; and two former |
confuls, who fhotld affirm they had affifted at fign-

ing the edict of the fenate which regulated the
ftate of the provinces afligned to the prefent con:
fuls, notwithftanding no fuch edi€& was in being,

"‘What an admirable fet of people do we difcoverin |

a fingle contract !

As religion always furnithes the beft fecurity for §
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the retitude of human a&ions, fo there was this

peculiarity among the Romans, that the love they

expreffed for their country, was blended with fome |

(a) Lib.iv. Let. 18.
(b)) The Curiatian law difpofed of the military power, and
the edict of the fenate regulated the troops, the money, and offi
cers, that were to be allotted to the governors: now the confuls
in order to accomplifh thefe particulars, to theirown {atisfadlion,
contrived a falfe law and a falft edi@t of the fenate,

pa;
ty.
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