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particular fentiment of devotion. That mighty ci-

ty, founded in the moft aufpicious period ; the great
Romulus, at once their monarch and their god;
the capitol, efteemed as eternal as the city; and the
ity, reputed as eternal as its founder, had ancient-
Jy ftruck fuch impreffions on the minds of the Ro-
mans, as might well be wilhed to have been con-
flantly retained.

The grandeur of the ftate, in general, confti-
tuted the greatnefs of its particular members; but
s afluence confifts in condudt, and not in riches;
that wealth of the Romans, which had certain limi-
wtions, introduced a luxury and profufion which
had no bounds. Thofe who had been at firft cor-
rupted by their opulence, received the fame taint
in their poverty, by afpiring after acquifitions, that
no way comported with private life. It was difficult
to be a good citizen, under the influence of ftrong
defires and the regret of a large fortune that had
been loft: people, in this fituation, were prepared
for any defperate attempt; and, as Salluft (4) fays,
there was, at that time, a generation of men, who,
2s they had no patrimony of their own, could not
endure to fee others lefs neceffitous than themfelves.

But as great foever as the corruption of Rome
might then be, all its calamitous effets were not
introduced among the people; for the efficacy of
thofe inftitutions, by which they were originally
eftablifhed, was fo extraordinary, that they always
preferved an heroic fortitude, and devoted them-

{2) Ut merito dicatur genitos efle, qui nec ipfi habere poflent
vos familiares, nec alios pati. Fragment of Salluft cited by
Asguftin in his book Of the city of Gob, 1, ii. c. 28,
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